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Essay 1: Group Report – Methods in the History of Art 
 
The purpose of this assignment is to introduce you to new ways of speaking about art. This assignment is 
an extension and exploration of the writing in the HTA102 course textbook, Art Since 1900. Four different 
methods for discussing and interpreting modern and contemporary art inform Art Since 1900 and are 
discussed in detail in the introduction. They are: 1) Psychoanalysis; 2) Social history of art; 
3)Formalism and structuralism; 4) Poststructuralism and deconstruction. 
 
Course Value:  

• This assignment is worth 15% of the total course grade (10% written, 5% presentation) 
• While the overall written work done by each group will be taken into account, each student will be 

graded individually for this assignment. The three sections of each presentation should be well 
integrated with one another 

 
Sections 
Each group member is in charge of one section: 

• 1) How does this method work? summarize how the method works and critique the way it is presented in 
Art Since 1900 (is it presented clearly? What aspects would you like to know more about that are not there? 
What aspects are redundant or uninteresting? Etc.) 

• 2) Context: historicize the method (when did it start? Who are its main figures?) and relate it to the art of 
the time (is there an art movement or a type of art that is particularly close to this method? How?). How does 
that affect this method? Discuss pros and cons. 

• 3) Analysis of an artwork: Pick one art work from Art Since 1900 (anyone) and discuss it using your 
specific method and then critique the method (NOT the art work) by saying in what ways this method is 
helpful, in what ways it is not (what aspects of the work are overlooked by this approach? What aspects are 
over-emphasized? Etc.) 

 
Research 
Your report should be based mostly on the material offered in the textbook. Brief outside research can be 
done for comparative purpose. 
 
Slideshow and Paper 

- Each report must have 3 distinct sections, each authored by a different group member.  
- Each section of the presentation should last 5 minutes, each section of the paper should be 2 pages 

(12 Times New Roman, double spaced, one-inch margins; titles and images excluded from page 
count).  

- The three parts should be put together and submitted to me as one single document (ppt, pdf, doc).  
- Effective reports integrate the various sections in a way that they make sense together and they do 

not overlap.  
- Each group therefore should have at least one preliminary meeting when the project is planned and 

a final meeting when the various sections are compared and re-adjusted. 
 
Dates and Deadlines 
 
- Presentations: February 4 in class 
- Paper due: February 18 at 11pm on Moodle (each student should submit the complete report including 
all of the three sections) 
 


